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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

Sunday 16th November - Varroa Count.  Prompt start at 10:00am.  

Please read the information on page 5 of this edition.  

 

WINTER MEETINGS 

The following talk will take place at the Loxwood North Hall starting at 7:30pm. 

 

Tuesday 9th December - “How our bees work - a look at their structure and function” 

A talk by Daisy Day. 

 

Inter-Division Quiz Night  -  Tuesday 11th November (details on page 10) 

 

WGBKA End of Season Supper  -  15th November (details on page 5) 

 

Closing date for Membership Survey  -  30th November (details on page 3) 

 

Demonstration: ‘Making Beeswax Products’ - 1st & 2nd February 2015 

Early booking required (see details on page 4) 

  

Beecraft subscriptions  - see page 9 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

NOVEMBER 2014 
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We are now entering the quiet time for bees and beekeeping, but don't 

think you can relax - there are still things you can do and things you 

need to be aware of.  If you haven't got shallow floors, then you need to 

find a way of keeping mice out of your hives.  There are a number of 

ways including pinning standard mouse guards over the entrance.  

These are simply flat pieces of metal with holes in that are available 

from appliance dealers.  They are quite cheap and probably not worth 

trying to make.  An alternative is an entrance block with the standard 

shallow entrance, but if you use these, I suggest you drive a nail in each 

side of the floor to prevent mice pushing the block back.  It is probably worth wedging it in with a 

small sliver of wood too.  If you make your own blocks, make the entrance so you can only just 

get a pencil in it.  Mouse guards should be in place by the middle of November.  A few years ago I 

got caught out by putting them on too late.  Although the bees were flying quite strongly, there 

was a mouse inside the hive and I imprisoned it! 

 

Yaffles (green woodpeckers) will quickly bore a hole in the side of beehives, especially during 

cold weather, when food is scarce.  Don't wait for them, but take precautions.  There are a number 

of ways, but I find the simplest is to pin tough plastic on the outside of the brood boxes.  We will 

be doing this as a demonstration soon, so keep an eye open for emails. 

 

There is always controversy about the ventilation and insulation of hives in the winter and this 

subject is one of the most argued about in beekeeping.  The problem is that many people see things 

in human terms, but bees aren't like that.  A good sound healthy colony of tough bees is well capa-

ble of surviving very cold weather, but they struggle with damp.  When I started beekeeping many 

of the hives in use were double walled, mainly of the WBC type.  Beekeepers, including me, used 

"packing" to fill the gaps, and also in the roof space.  This varied from old clothing to sacks filled 

with wood shavings or chaff.  What the modern beekeeper doesn't realise is that in those days the 

vast majority of beekeepers didn't use crown boards, but canvas quilts, that were simply sheets of 

canvas laid over the tops of the frames. 

 

I remember making a couple of crown boards and telling George Wakeford that I wasn't going to 

use packing.  His response was "you can sleep on boards if you like boy, but I would prefer a blan-

ket!"  I respected George's knowledge of practical beekeeping immensely, but he couldn't under-

stand the different ways bees and humans keep warm. 

 

Getting back to the subject, there is a definite need in my opinion with solid floors to have some 

sort of top ventilation.  This reduces damp and helps prevent combs going mouldy.  When heavy 

frosts appear all I do is remove the cover from one of the porter escape or feed holes and leave 

them open until mid-February, when they can be covered.  At the apiary last winter we did several 

things to see what happened.  In general those on solid floors behaved as above, but there was little 

difference with those on OMFs.  In reality, it doesn't matter much what you do, providing you 

make sure they are dry, but I wouldn't worry about the cold.  We aren't in an area where there are 

cold winds for long periods.  Of course a small colony may benefit from conserving heat.  

 

When stacking boxes of comb for storage, make sure there are no gaps where mice can gain ac-

cess.  They will make a dreadful mess and don't think they won't.  Even a narrow gap will give  

 

Nell and friend 
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them an edge to chew a hole in the woodwork to gain entry.  A good way is to place a queen ex-

cluder at the top and bottom of the pile. 

 

The winter gives an opportunity to learn about bees, something we all need to do, no matter how 

long we have kept them.  In the October newsletter there were notices about Winter Workshops, 

but the response has been poor so far, with only 19 people showing interest.  To run these it will 

take 8 days of my time presenting them, without taking into account preparation time.  Quite 

frankly I'm not prepared to spend a whole day speaking to 3-4 people, so if there isn't a much 

greater response these events won't be staged, which will be unfair on those who have responded.  

If you haven't got round to it yet, but meant to, then please contact John Glover.  All we need is 

you to register an interest, so we can fix up dates to suit those who have responded. 

 

If there is a low level of interest, then perhaps we should reduce the amount of teaching.  I think 

that would be a pity, because at Wisborough Green the level of tuition is far higher than at some 

places I visit.  I recently lectured in Wales and there were three people in the audience who had 

kept bees for over 20 years; not one of them could tell the difference between the three types of 

queen cells!  We have a brilliant teaching apiary with good helpful demonstrators, but they can't 

give all the information required in a practical session, which is why the winter sessions have been 

arranged. 

 

There has recently been a survey circulated, that is intended to find out what members want, so 

there is an opportunity to let the committee know your needs.  Please respond to it. 

 

 

Roger 
 

 

You will have received an email recently with a request to complete our Membership Survey on 

the link  https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/kVCKLr . 

 

If you have not already done so please take a few minutes to complete the Sur-

vey now.  We would prefer it if you could reply online, however a copy is at-

tached to this Newsletter which can be downloaded and printed.  Please post 

your response to Graham Elliott at the following address: 

 

‘Robins Croft’, Chalk Road, Ifold, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West Sussex, 

RH14 0UB. 

 

In either event please ensure all replies are received no later than Sunday 30th 

November.   

 

Thank you. 
 

WGBKA Committee 

 

https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/kVCKLr
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Making Beeswax Products. 
 

Demonstrations on Sunday 1st and Monday 2nd February 2015 

Start 10.00am, finish around 4.30-5.00pm 

Hampers Green Community Centre. Petworth. Sussex. GU28 9NL 

Map here. http://www.chichester.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=6816&contactid=8259 

 

 

Most beekeepers accumulate beeswax, either from cappings or melted combs, which could be sold 

or exchanged for foundation, but many only have a small amount, so they just store it in the shed 

and don't know what to do with it. 

 

There are a number of products that can be simply made with quite small quantities of beeswax.  

These can be used by you and your family or can make useful and unusual presents.  The good 

thing is you know what the ingredients are. 

 

The demonstrator will be Jim Ryan who we are bringing over from Thurles, Co Tipperary.  Jim is 

a very good demonstrator of making beeswax products.  His methods are simple and he has a very 

good way of showing you how easy these items are to make, using minimal equipment. 

 

The content of each day may be different, but Jim will begin both by cleaning wax, then making 

such things as furniture polish, furniture cream, lip balm, skin cream, moisture bars, soap, etc.  He 

will also look at using honey in recipes – honey lip balm, honey soap, etc.  There may also be 

some alternative recipes that do not contain nut oils. 

 

We are expecting this to be popular and as places are limited you will need to book early.  Until 

30th November bookings are only open to W.G. members; after that it will be open to others, so 

you may not get in if you leave it late.  If you are available on the Monday we would prefer you 

took that option, to make more spaces for those who work and may only be available on the Sun-

day. 

 

This is a rare opportunity to see a top demonstrator. 

 

Booking essential to Maggie Turner - maggie501@btinternet.com.  

01243 545 696 or 07752 847 631. 

 

Cost to cover expenses.   

£5/head for Wisborough Green members, family and partners.  

£10 for non-members. 

 

Payment in cash on the day.   

If you book and are subsequently unable to come, please tell Maggie so someone else can take the 

place. 

 

Refreshments provided, but bring your own lunch. 

 

Roger 
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Details of Apiary meeting to be held on Sunday 16th November at 10:00am. 

 

The apiary hives have been monitored over several years to provide an idea of the level of varroa 

within the colonies.  This assists in determining whether additional treatment is required to reduce 

the number of varroa within a particular colony. 

 

The next intended varroa count of the Dounhurst colonies is planned for the 16th November, start-

ing at 10am.  This is an opportunity to see at first-hand how to identify varroa mite; and all mem-

bers are welcome to assist in the count  

 

Limited protection will be required to collect the trays, which are posi-

tioned under colonies with open mesh floors.  The hives will not need to 

be opened for the count, so unless you wish to collect trays there is no 

need to bring apiary clothing.  Counting is to be carried out in the meet-

ing area and not at the hives. 

  

Richard Dyer is carrying out the count, so if you are interested in attend-

ing please contact Richard direct on:  rwf.dyer@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Annual Supper - Final Reminder, book your tickets now! 

 

The annual supper will be held on Saturday 15th November at the Loxwood 

North Hall.  The fun begins at 7pm. 

 

Ticket prices are being held at £7.50 per person. 

 

If you are new to the division, the supper is a great opportunity to meet and chat to other fellow 

beekeepers from your area.  It is also a good chance for partners to come along without the need 

for protective clothing and enjoy a glass of wine or three and share some great food. 

 

This is a bring and share evening so please indicate when booking your tickets through Daisy 

whether you would like to bring along a salad or a pudding.  The meat will be provided as well as 

liquid refreshments. 

 

Please also bring along some change as there is a raffle during the evening. 

 

This is a really fun evening and if you've never been before, why not come along this time. 

 

You can book tickets with Daisy on wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk or mobile 07980 280852.  

 

mailto:rwf.dyer@btinternet.com
mailto:wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Last month I wrote of my decision to use MAQS as part of my varroa control methods.  At the 

time of publication of the newsletter, I was to return to the apiary the following day to remove the 

MAQS strips and carry out the final full inspection of the colonies for this year.  I promised to 

write of my findings in this edition, and these are now detailed below. 

 

I treated all four colonies on the same day.  As recommended by the manufacturers all the colonies 

had a super above the brood chamber, with a queen excluder in place.  MAQS was administered 

on 26th September and removed on 3rd October.  Due to time constraints, two colonies were in-

spected the day the MAQS was removed, with the remaining colonies being inspected two days 

later. 

I also noted that there were one or two cells of bald brood in Hawthorn, something I had not re-

corded in this colony previously (or any of the other hives).  Was it just co-incidence that it oc-

curred when the MAQS treatment was used?   

 

This hive was the only one of the four that appeared to have significant stores of ivy nectar.  I de-

cided to leave the queen excluder in place for the time being.  The intention was to return another 

day with an assistant to lift the brood chamber and place the super below it for the duration of the 

winter.  In the end there was a change of plan, and I returned on 19th October to remove the queen 

excluder and create ‘brood and a half’.  A quick inspection of four brood frames revealed sealed 

brood and a few cells containing mature larvae, but no evidence of a laying queen within the last 

three days.  I did not see any further bald brood.  The queen was not seen but the colony was obvi-

ously ‘queen-right’.  MAQS has been reported to make queens go ‘off lay’, but this was most defi-

nitely not the case with this colony, as the queen was ‘in lay’ at the time the MAQS was removed. 

 

My use of MAQS hasn’t been a scientific experiment, I have no ‘control group’ or ‘before and af-

ter’ varroa counts.  All I know is none of my colonies appears to have been adversely affected and 

I will not hesitate to use the product again; unless someone with scientific evidence gives me an 

unassailable reason not to do so. 

 

The weather this late October has been unseasonably warm and many of our members have taken 

the opportunity to inspect their colonies.  Unfortunately due to work commitments and the end of 

British Summertime (darker earlier) I have been unable to get to the out-apiary to undertake fur-

ther inspections, and so do not know if the queen in Buttercup has started laying again; or if the 

other two queens stopped laying.  I am not concerned and think it is best to leave the bees to do 

what comes naturally to them, and not to disturb them further in their preparations for winter.  

HIVE NAME Buttercup Sweetpea Cowslip Hawthorn 

DATE 3/10/14 3/10/14 5/10/14 5/10/14 

SEALED BROOD Yes Yes Yes Yes 

UNSEALED BROOD No No Yes Yes 

EGGS No Yes Yes Yes 

QUEEN SEEN No Yes Yes Yes 
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Due to the extended warm weather the bees have been taking advantage of late foraging, and the 

supers contained fresh stores at the time the MAQS treatment was removed.  These supers were 

left in place, creating ‘brood and a half’ (queen excluders removed).  This means that three out of 

the four colonies are over-wintering on ‘brood and a half’.  (This is not the first time I have used 

‘brood and a half’ - see my article in July’s newsletter.)   The fourth hive, Sweetpea, placed all 

stores in the brood chamber, and so the super was removed along with the MAQS strips.  This is in 

contrast to last year, when I took two colonies into the winter; one on double brood chamber and 

one on single. 

 

When extracting the honey crop, I like to feed the cappings back to the bees.  There are various 

methods you can use to do this.  The cappings can either be placed above the crown board, utilis-

ing the feed hole(s), or directly on top of the brood frames.  I have used both methods.  The benefit 

of feeding from above the crown board is that you do not have to open the hive to remove the con-

tainer.  If transporting cappings to an out-apiary, make sure they are in a container with a secure 

lid, as a mixture of wax and honey makes quite a mess of the car interior if forced to perform an 

emergency stop (take it from one who knows.......!).  Cappings can be placed above the brood 

frames in a shallow container; I use plastic picnic plates acquired from the local charity shop, but 

any plastic tubs previously used for ice-cream or other food stuffs can also be used.  I use an eke 

(‘Apiguard eke’ sold by the bee suppliers, or you can make one yourself) to create space between 

the brood frames and crown board.  If feeding from above 

the crown board, I utilise clear plastic containers similar 

to those used by ‘take-away’ establishments.  The advan-

tage of using clear plastic is that you can see if the con-

tainer is empty, or not, simply by lifting the roof.  Making 

a suitable hole in the container lid, it is then inverted and 

placed over the hole in the crown board.  Use a lidded 

rather than an open container, as this prevents the honey 

from spreading over the crown board when it gets warm.  

I use an eke to create the necessary space between the 

crown board and roof.   

 

I am not the only member to feed cappings to the bees, 

and no doubt others will have hints and tips regarding 

how to do this.  However, if asked we will probably all 

advise new beekeepers not to leave the container in posi-

tion for too long, as the bees love to ‘play’ with the wax 

once they have consumed the available honey.  Despite 

the earlier mentioned late foraging this year, I recently 

placed two tubs of cappings above the crown board of the 

hive wintering on a single brood chamber.  When I called 

into the apiary to quickly remove the empty tubs I found 

the usual ‘art work’ created by the bees out of the wax.  It never ceases to amaze me the designs 

the bees come up with.  Hopefully the pictures here give an idea of the intricacy of their work, it is 

like a series of caves. 

 

By now any supers not on hives will be safely stored for the winter (Roger has already mentioned 

this in his article).  Previously, I have stored supers and drawn combs in the shed.  The shed also 

has other items in it, such as folding wooden garden furniture.  However, this year any ‘boxes’ not 

on the hives have been securely stacked outside the shed.  The reason for this change of habit? - an 

infestation of wax moth in the shed!  I decided to tidy the shed prior to storing everything for the 

winter.  I hadn’t used the garden furniture this summer and decided to move it to another position.  

I discovered two things of which I had been unaware.  The first was that at least one mouse had  
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used the shed as a summer holiday let, and had eaten holes in the canvas seats 

and backs of the chairs.  The second was that wax moth larvae had secretly set up 

home and there were now wax moth cocoons everywhere.  They had burrowed 

their way into the garden furniture, the hardboard sheeting lining the shed wall, 

and even the polystyrene box previously obtained from the local green grocer to 

store honey jars in.  It was only when I moved the furniture that I was aware of 

the cocoons.  I must have thrown at least 50 of them out onto the lawn for the 

birds to eat. 

 

So now everything is stacked outside. An empty brood chamber rests on two wooden fence posts 

to raise it off the ground.  Then a queen excluder placed inside a strong plastic rubble sack sits on 

top of the brood chamber, to deter mice and anything small enough to get through a queen ex-

cluder.  The supers are then stacked above this, with crown boards between them.  All topped off 

with a black plastic tray (used for transporting supers when extracting) and a lump of concrete to 

hold it down! 

 

Those of you who attended Roger’s very interesting talk about ‘bees in the wild’, held earlier this 

week, will have learned that wax moth play an important role in cleaning up the nest, and hence 

ridding it of potential disease.  Even so, I find it particularly hard to generate any warm feelings 

towards the wax moth, whether the ‘lesser’ or ‘greater’ of the species! 

 

Hopefully my stack of supers will make it safely through to the spring  -  I will let you know next 

year. 

 

Caroline 
 

 

 

A retiring member has equipment for sale. 

 

After 15 years of keeping bees I have decided to retire.  I would be particularly interested in strik-

ing a below-market-value deal with anyone able to take away absolutely everything as a going 

concern, - bees, plus lots of equipment, to include a stainless steel electric extractor.   

 

Is there anyone out there ??? 

 

There are five hives going into winter; I ran seven this season and harvested 600 pots.   

 

Please Contact me for full details if interested: 

 

Mervyn Evans-Jones.  01730( Midhurst) 812099 or  mobile 07766641957, 

MervynEJ@aol.com 

 

 

 

mailto:MervynEJ@aol.com
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BEECRAFT REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION RATE AND RENEWALS 

– 2015 - 
 

BEECRAFT is the leading monthly magazine for beekeepers and WGBKA members, through a 

bulk order, get a reduced subscription rate.  The magazine can be received in hard copy or viewed 

electronically. You can see a sample copy here: 
                             http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/ 
 

Subscriptions run from January (magazine delivered at the end of December) but in order 
to receive the reduced rate, Beecraft need to be informed, and subscriptions received, by 

the cut off date. 
 

The direct subscription price is £27, but if you subscribe through Wisborough Green the 
cost will be £24.30, a discount of 10%.  There is a digital version available at £16 (no dis-

count).  Those subscribing to the paper version can also view the digital edition free of 
charge. 

 

In order to qualify (and to ensure uninterrupted delivery if you are renewing your subscription), I must receive your 

order and payment by mid-day on November 24th at the latest. 
 

Your can either send a cheque (payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division) to: 

Gordon Allan 

Stone House 

High Street 

PETWORTH 

West Sussex 

GU28 0AU 

  

or  

Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name:  West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code:  20-42-58:   Account number:  90086460   

Reference: Your surname followed by “Beecraft”   

    AND email me on petworthgordon@btopenworld.com with the completed form and date of transfer. 
 

In both cases you must complete the slip at the bottom of this page indicating which edition you require (by deleting/

crossing through the options you do not want).  If no preference is given it will be assumed that you require the paper 

edition only. 
 

Regards, 
 

Gordon. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Title/First name/ Surname:   ................................................................................................ .................... 
 

Address :       ............................................................................................................. ............................. 
 

        ......................................................................................................................  

Post Code :   ......................................                

 

E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................  

 

I would like the paper edition only (£24.30) 
 

I would like the paper editions plus the digital version (£24.30) 
 

I would like the digital edition only (£16.00) 

http://www.bee-craft.com/see-inside-our-magazine/
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulbrough Village Hall on Saturday 

7th March 2015.  This annual event will be in its tenth year.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green bee-

keepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important information 

booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years since we 

attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA’s website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

This one day event will make an excellent Christmas present for family and friends interested in 

beekeeping.  Why not treat them to a unique present (it will make a change from jumpers and 

socks!) 

 

Contact Gordon if you would like an email voucher to give as a present. 

 

Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 

 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the December edition no later than the 22nd November.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

 

 

Chichester BKA is holding an Inter-Division Quiz on Tuesday 11th November, at the Fishbourne 

Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE.  The evening starts at 7:30pm. 

 

The quiz is open to Beekeepers and Non-Beekeeprs and the questions will be 

50% bees and 50% general knowledge.  Teams of six are welcome to join in the 

fun. 

 

 

If you are interested in attending, then please email Tom Moore for further details : 

stone.house@btinternet.com  

 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com

